310             CONCEPTION OF MATTER          [ CH.

in astringent substance, like the fruit of the yellow myro-
balan tree, before drinking water. As regards the ex-
perience of bitter (tikta) taste of water after chewing the
fruit of cucumber, it is held through experiment that it
does not belong to the Juice or -water of cucumber
fruity but to the fruit itself which is an earthly
substance; it may also be possible that when the
cucumber fruit is eaten, it manifests the bilious nature
present at the tip of the tongue; so that, the bitter taste
may be due to the manifestation of the bilious nature
of the tip of the tongue77.

(3). Touch

Coming to the touch of water we find that it is
naturally cold. It is just possible that sometimes due
to the influence of fire the cold touch of water is sup-
pressed, but when that influence is removed, again,
the water becomes cold.78 But what about the cold touch
found in the sandal-wood which is undisputedly earthly?
It is not the cold touch of the water which is used in
the rubbing of it; because, even without rubbing it with
the help of water, there is that touch sensation; and also
when it is tubbed, the cold touch which is found in the
sandal-wood is far more cooling than that of the water
which is used in rubbing it. The answer is that in the
former case, the cold touch belongs to the watery
particles present in the sandal-wood; and in the latter
case, it is said that as it is found after rubbing also, it
really belongs to water. It has been enhanced by
coming in contact with the parts of sandal-wood.79
Laksmipati says that the hot touch belonging to water
is only conditional, just as in a fine crystal the red
colour is due to the presence otjapd flower near it;

77 KU., pp. 67-68; KUP, pp. 268-269; KUPV, on Ibid; Dravya-
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